
First Grade 
 

• Computers-LA 
• Computers-Math 
• Library 

The purpose of the library program is to reinforce skills learned in kindergarten. Students continue to 

explore books, expanding and narrowing their range in genres, and selecting books to read 

independently.  Students learn to distinguish between fiction and informational text, and understand 

the difference in the roles of author and illustrator. Skills are taught through whole class instruction, 

read-aloud stories, songs, small group practice, and independent activities.  
 

• Religion 

The purpose of the religion program is to help students know and love Jesus.  They learn to live 

according to his teachings and share the good news with others through Christian service activities. 

• Math 

The purpose of the mathematics program is to introduce and teach a combination of computation 

and problem-solving skills. These skills are taught through the use of manipulatives, drill, practice, 

cooperative learning, modeling, instruction, and making connections to the real world. 

• Language Arts 

The purpose of the language arts program is to have children learn to read and respond to a variety 

of texts, write a paragraph incorporating basic grammatical concepts, and develop an appreciation of 

literature.  In addition, students are taught strategies for accessing information.  Specific programs 

for spelling, vocabulary, handwriting, and creative writing are incorporated to enhance the quality of 

reading and writing.  Students are taught these skills through varying methodologies and materials, 

such as whole class instruction, cooperative groups, independent activities, books, songs, drills, and 

games. 

 



 

• French 
The French program at Ste Jeanne d'Arc School is the Rosetta Stone Foundations online program 

designed to build fundamental language skills in French.  Learning occurs in an immersion 

environment with interactive activities which build language naturally.  Core lessons introduce 

reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills, then key skills such as grammar and vocabulary are 

refined in focused activities. 

 

• Social Studies 

The purpose of the social studies curriculum is to provide children with knowledge about the world 

around them. Students learn about their school, community, country and the earth. The program 

also incorporates geography and research skills, and biographies of significant Americans. 

• Science 

The purpose of the first grade Science Program is to provide hands-on experiences that are 

fundamental to the inquiry approach to science. The science program presents opportunities for 

students to investigate, explore, observe, gather data and make inquiries about their world. Students 

are introduced to the following science subjects: Life, Physical, Earth, Space and Technology. 

• Music 
Students in first grade continue to reinforce concepts learned in kindergarten such as beat, melody 

and tempo through the Pearson Online Learning Exchange.  First graders begin to learn the 

difference between rhythm and beat and how to sing folk songs using solfege and curwen hand 

signs.  Students learn to identify and perform basic rhythmic notation.   

 

• Art 

The purpose of the art program is to teach children to properly use age-appropriate art materials. 

They learn to follow basic directions to create art projects as directed by the teacher. Students are 

encouraged to use their own creativity to complete projects. 

	


