
(Thank you to Central Catholic High School for sharing this good news 
with us. Jonathan is a 1993 graduate of Ste Jeanne d' Arc School.) 

 
The St. Marcellin Champagnat Award 

for 
Outstanding Professional Achievement 

for 
Jonathan R. Lemire ‘97 

 
From covering the corridors of power in Washington and New York to 
hosting his own national news program on MSNBC, Mr. Jonathan Lemire, 
’97, earned his awe-inspiring place in the ultra-competitive fields of 
journalism and broadcasting. 
 
Jonathan is the host of the daily “Way Too Early” show on MSNCB, a regular 
on “Morning Joe” and a political analyst for both the cable network and NBC 
news. Also, after years of working at the Associated Press (AP), he now 
serves as White House Bureau Chief for Politico. He is also writing a book, 
“THE BIG LIE: Election Chaos, Political Opportunism, and the State of 
American Politics after 2020,” due to be published by Flatiron Books in 
Summer 2022. 
 
Between the AP and Politico, Jonathan has covered two presidential 
administrations, first President Donald Trump and now President Biden. He 
has broken scores of news stories and written authoritative analysis pieces 
while covering day-to-day workings of both presidencies, as well as the 
2016 and 2020 campaigns, the nation’s response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and the insurrection of January 6, 2021. He interviewed President 
Trump in the Oval Office, traveled with two presidents to the Middle East, 
Asia and Europe, and received attention for his news conference questions to 
President Trump and Russia’s President Vladimir Putin at their July 2018 
Helsinki summit. 
 
In addition to his hosting duties, Jonathan is a frequent guest on MSNBC 
programs like “Deadline White House with Nicolle Wallace” and “The 11th 
Hour” and he contributed to the network’s coverage of the 2020 election and 
President Biden’s inauguration. 
Before joining the AP in 2013, he spent more than a decade at the New York 
Daily News, covering the 2021 presidential election, City Hall, New York’s 
police and fire departments, and the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. 
 
While attending CCHS, Jonathan was a tremendous student-athlete 
participating in indoor and outdoor track and field, setting several 
Merrimack Valley Conference and school records, some of which still stand. 
He spent all four years on the varsity indoor and outdoor track teams and his 
squads won at least a share of the league championship all eight seasons, as 
well as Class B state titles. Jonathan was honored with induction into the 



CCHS Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012. He also was involved with the school’s 
cross-country team, as well as Amnesty International and the Knowledge 
Bowl. 
 
After graduating from CCHS, he earned a bachelor’s degree in History from 
Columbia University (NY). He currently lives in New York with his wife, 
journalist Carrie Melago, and their two sons, and spends an extraordinary 
amount of time thinking about the Boston Red Sox. 
Jonathan is the first Raider to be both a Champagnat Award winner and a 
CCHS Athletic Hall of Famer. 
 


